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News in Brief

TBS tests first ever locally made

electric car

ey,

-
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The Minister for Investment, Industry and Trade, Dr. Ashatu Kijaji (MP) inspects the first ever locally

made electric car as the Acting Head of the Mechanical Engineering Laboratory Mr. Ramadhan
Shija apprises her on the progress of testing of the vehicle during her visit to the Bureau.

By Deborah Haule

he Tanzania Bureau of

I Standards (TBS) has
completed the prelimi-
nary inspection and testing
of the first ever locally made
electric car and advised minor

improvements before issuing
licence for mass production.

This was unveiled in Dar es
Salaam recently by the Min-
ister for Investment, Indus-
try and Trade, Dr Ashatu Ki-

jaji during her visit to TBS.

“TBS has identified few things
in the locally made electric
car that need to be worked
on before issuing licence
and certification for entering
in the market,” Dr Kijaji said.

Shenotedthatwhenallthethings
advised by TBS are worked
on, the car will be licenced
and ready to enter the mar-

ket and operate in the country.
She said that TBS experts are
expected to meet with Mr Ally
Masoud, the owner of the first-
ever locally made electric car
and advise him on the things to
be worked on, particularly on the
wheel steering and the chassis.

A 49-year-old cartoonist, radio
producer and radio presenter,
Mr Masoud unveiled his electric
car in Dar es Salaam recently.
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Moreover, Dr Kijaji assured him
thatthe governmentwillcontinue
providing all necessary support
to ensure mass production of
the type of car is made possible.

In line with this, Dr Kijaji said the
government is encouraging the
youth to cultivate a culture of
creativity, a fundamental initia-
tive in creating self-employment
and contributing to the coun-
try’'s economic development.

“‘Mr Masoud’s creativity is send-
ing a very important message
to all the youth in the country;
that it is possible to make their
dreams come true by devel-
oping their ideas,” she said.

Dr Kijaji noted that the govern-
ment through her ministry and
the Small Industries Devel-
opment Organization (SIDO)
has been working closely
with  Mr Masoud since he
started to develop the car.

“TBS must oversee that all
goods meet the country’s stand-
ards, which is necessary for the
safety of the people’s health as

well as protecting the country
from being a dumping place.”

“This is why the locally made
electric car was brought here
at TBS to get inspected and
tested in regard to its quality
to see if it meets the country’s
standards  before certifica-
tion is granted and a licence
issued for mass production,”
the Honourable Minister said.

Speaking recently, Mr Masoud
said since Tanzania does not
have its own technology for
making car engines; Kaypee
Motors bought it from out-
side the country for a reason-
able price. The chassis and
body were designed locally.

He said his journey to mak-
ing the electric car began in
2013 when he started think-
ing about the issue and he
first designed a small truck
that he resolved to make.
He said Kaypee Motors has
started receiving some or-
ders, adding that his com-
pany is trying to solicit funds
for machines to enable it
to go for mass production.

“TBS mark of quality:

News in Brief

Earlier, the TBS Standards
Manager Eng. Yona Afrika had
paid a visit to the Kaypee Mo-
tors Workshop located at the
Small Industries Development
Organization (SIDO) along Ny-
erere Road and assured the
manufacturer that TBS would
use international standards to
test the vehicle’s quality before
providing certification and li-
cence for mass manufacturing.

On his part, Mr Masoud hailed
the stage reached by Kaypee
Motors in making the first elec-
tric car in the country under the
guidance of SIDO and the Tan-
zania Commission for Science
and Technology (COSTECH).

He said his company has
been receiving full support
from the government through
the Tanzania Investment Cen-
tre (TIC) and COSTECH.

‘“We are pleased with the
way the government, Tanza-
nians and TBS received the
launching of the new electric
car in the country,” he said.

An assur-

ance that you are buying a quality

product”
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TBS urges manufacturers to
observe standards

By Mussa Luhombero

manufacturers have been
urged to ensure that their
operations are conducted in
areas that meet the stand-
ards as a way to protect
the health of consumers.

Industrial owners and other

The advice was given by the
Tanzania Bureau of Stand-
ards (TBS) official, Mr. Domi-
siano Rutahala while speaking
with participants in the Oc-
cupational Safety and Health
Authority  (OSHA)  exhibi-
tion held in Dodoma recently.

He said TBS participated in
the exhibition because of its
huge role in the whole pro-
duction chain and in particu-

lar, the promotion of the in-
dustrial sector in the country.

According to Rutahala, one of
the TBS obligations is to prepare
and implement the standards of
allgoodsproducedinthe country.

He, therefore, said ensur-
ing quality control and safe-
ty of the goods is one of the
obligations of the Bureau.

The exhibition was organized
by the Occupational Safety
and Health Authority (OSHA)
to coincide with the World
Day for Safety and Health at
Work, observed around the
world on 28th April every year.

“When you buy a product
always look for the TBS
mark which assures you

of quality, reliability and

safety
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Editorial

TBS MSCS accreditation a
commendable milestone

n 12th May 2022, Tanzania Bu-
Oreau of Standard (TBS) was

awarded the accreditation cer-
tificate for its Management Systems
Certification Services (MSCS). This
followed the accreditation against ISO/
IEC 17021-1:2015, Conformity assess-
ment — Requirements for bodies pro-
viding audit and certification of manage-
ment systems — Part 1: Requirements
by the Southern African Develop-
ment Community Accreditation Ser-
vices (SADCAS) on 28th March 2022.

The accreditation certificate hando-
ver ceremony was held in Dodoma
and graced by the Deputy Minister of
Investment, Industry and Trade, Hon.
Exaud Kigahe (MP). It was attended
by the TBS Board Chairman, Prof.
Othman C. Othman; the TBS Direc-
tor General, Dr. Athuman Ngenya; the
TBS Director of Quality Management,
Mr. Lazaro Msasalaga; other TBS di-
rectors, managers and staff; represent-
atives of certified entities; other stake-

holders and members of the press.

A statement by SADCAS on the oc-
casion said by obtaining accreditation
in systems certification, TBS had be-
come the first such body to be accred-
ited by SADCAS in Tanzania. SAD-
CAS’s statement named the scopes
in which the Bureau’s Management
Systems Certification Services was
accredited as Quality Management
Systems to ISO/IEC 17021-1:2015
and ISO/IEC 17021-3:2017 (Certifica-
tion to ISO 9001:2015), IAF Codes 3
and 12; accreditation number QMS-
CERT 004; Food Safety Management
Systems to ISO/IEC 17021-1:2015
and ISO/TS 22003:2013 (Certifica-
tion to ISO 22000:2018), Category C,
Subcategory CI; accreditation num-
ber FSMS-CERT 003; and Hazard
Analysis and Critical Control Points
Systems to ISO/IEC 17021-1:2015
(certification to TZS 1770:2016), Cat-
egory C, Sub-category CII; accredi-
tation number HACCP-CERT 003.
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The TBS Management Systems Certification
Body was established in 2010 as part of Quality
Control services. In April, 2020 the body lodged
an application for accreditation with SADCAS.
After a two-year painstaking process that includ-
ed systems documentation and rigorous stage
1 and stage 2 audits, the section was finally ac-
credited as per the requirements of the standard.

The certification was issued after SADCAS
was satisfied that the Bureau’'s Manage-
ment Systems Certification Services fulfilled
the requirements of ISO/IEC 17021-1:2015.
The standard contains principles and require-
ments for the competence, consistency and
impartiality of bodies providing audit and cer-
tification of all types of management systems.

Organizations go through a great deal of work,
time and effort to implement management sys-
tems such as ISO 9001, ISO 14001, and many
others. These management systems are imple-
mented and certified for many reasons, and one
of these reasons is recognition. Organizations
want their clients, customers, consumers and
other interested parties to recognize that their
management systems follow specific stand-
ards and comply with certain requirements.

When a certification body is accredited, it
means that an accreditation body has verified
that it follows a series of standards and require-
ments that guarantee that their service is impar-
tial, consistent, reliable and recognized inter-
nationally. These strict and regular checks that
certification bodies undergo provide trust and
credibility to the certification. Thus, accredited
certification provides confidence to clients, cus-

tomers, regulators and other interested parties
that the organization is complying with the spe-
cific standard, code of conduct or requirement.

The accreditation of TBS’s Management Sys-
tems Certification Services will surely benefit
local organizations and companies. With all em-
bedded benefits coupled with reduced costs and
increased convenience, local organizations will
almost certainly choose the Bureau’s accredited
system certification. In situations where local or-
ganizations are required to choose between and
among accredited system certification bodies,
TBS will now be the most convenient choice.

We congratulate the Board of Directors,
Management and members of TBS staff on
the deserved success. We appreciate the
team work and responsible attitude to the
work in the demanding process of prepara-
tion for the accreditation. We believe this
milestone has given the Bureau a competi-
tive edge in its systems certification services.

This accreditation will certainly provide senior
management with an efficient management pro-
cess, improve communication, improve service
delivery and increase efficiency and effective-
ness.Mostimportantly,itwillincreasetheBureau’s
reputation and credibility among its customers.

We call upon all organizations that want to stand
out above the crowd to go for system certifica-
tion by an accredited certification body. Luck-
ily, organizations will not have to go far for this
service as it is now available in their immedi-
ate vicinity, at Tanzania Bureau of Standards.

“Buy products with TBS Mark”
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Kigahe urges TBS to maximize
use of accreditation certificate

‘x'-

The Deputy Minister for Investment, Industry and Trade Hon. Exaud Klgahe (MP) (r/ght) rece/ves

the accreditation certificate for the TBS Management Systems Certification Services (MSCS) from

the SADCAS Certification Scheme Coordinator Mr. Victor R. Mundembe, during the accreditation
certificate handover ceremony held in Dodoma.

By Deborah Haule

The Deputy Minister for
Investment, Industry
and Trade, Hon. Exaud
Kigahe has commended the
Tanzania Bureau of Standard
(TBS) for achieving manage-
ment systems accreditation
status and urged the Bureau

7

to maximize the use of the ac-
creditation certificate attained.

Speaking in Dodoma recently
at a ceremony where TBS was
awarded the accreditation cer-
tificate by the Southern Afri-
can Development Community

Accreditation Services (SAD-
CAS), Hon. Kigahe said that
the accreditation certification
would help to address the chal-
lenges faced by public and pri-
vate entities which were forced
to seek the service from outside
the country. He advised TBS
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to provide affordable rates to
companies and other entities
in need of the service so as
to allow the majority of them
to have access to the service.

Hon. Kigahe directed that
the staff attached to the cer-
tification board must to be
well versed in the field in or-
der to provide better services.

He called upon private and pub-
lic sectors to go for TBS certi-
fication as far as the manage-
ment systems are concerned.

Speaking during the event,
the TBS Director General, Dr

Athumani Ngenya called upon
the public and private entities
to take advantage of the cer-
tification as it gives them abil-
ity to maintain consistency and
increase customer confidence.

He said a Management Sys-
tems Certification Body of-
fers technical assistance in
areas of certification services
and understanding of the re-
quirements of the standards
and auditing against respec-
tive International Standards.

Technical assistance  pro-
grammes are designed and
implemented to promote

understanding  of  require-
ments of the key certification
and accreditation standards.

TBS provides Management
Systems Certification Service
to manufacturers and service
providers from both public and
private sectors regardless of the
sizeandtypeoftheirbusinesses.

The certification service is
provided to confirm that the
organization  or  business
entity carries out its activi-
ties in conformity with rele-
vant International Standards.

the accreditation certificate for the TBS Management Systems Certification Services (MSCS) to the
TBS Board Chairman, Prof. Othman C. Othman (centre) and the TBS Director General,
Dr. Athuman Ngenya, during the accreditation certificate handover ceremony held in Dodoma.
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TBS destroys substandard products in
Rukwa

By Neema Mtemvu

anzania Bureau of Stand-
ards (TBS) has impound-
ed and destroyed sub-
standard food and cosmetic
products that were illegally sold
in the market thus endanger-
ing the health of the people.

The TBS Acting Manager
for Western Zones Mr. Rod-
ney Alananga said the sub-
standard goods were de-
stroyed in  Sumbawanga,
Rukwa Region recently.

“We have seized and destroyed
various low food and cos-

R RO TR

metic products worth 25 mil-
lion which were being traded
illegally in markets,” he said.

Mr. Alananga said the low-
quality products were seized
during the operations carried
out between February and
May this year in different parts
of the Western Zone regions.

He said some of the goods
seized had expired already
and others prohibited were on
the list of prohibited products
as stated in the Standards Act
No. 2 of 2009 due to their ef-

fects on people’s health, the
environment and the economy.

He said after impounding the
substandard products, the own-
ers were given stern warning
and required to pay all the costs
to be used in destroying them.

He therefore called upon all
stakeholders including im-
porters, distributors, retail-
ers and consumers to abide
by the laws on selling and
using high quality products
that meet national standards.

Destruction of substandard products worth 25m/- in Rukwa

Viwango e-newsletter



News'in Brief

Tanzania appointed EAC Standards

Management Committ

—
& —— il

‘The TBS Director General, Dr. Athuman Ngenya speaks du

By Gladness Kaseka

he East African Stand-

I ards Committee (EASC)
of the East African Com-
munity (EAC) has appointed
Eng. Yona Afrika Mwampagat-
wa from Tanzania Bureau of
Standards (TBS) as the chair-
person of the Standards Man-
agement Committee (SMC).

The appointment was made
during the EASC’s ordinary
meeting held from 27th to
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Committee (EASC) meeting

29th April 2022 in accord-
ance with the EAC calendar
of Activities during the pe-
riod of January to June 2022.

The meeting also appointed Mr.
Jerome Ndahimana from Rwan-
da Standards Board (RSB) as
Secretary of SMC. The new
SMC leaders will hold their po-
sitions for the period of three
years effective from April 2023.

ring te EastAfrian Stah

ee Chair

dards

/|

The meeting further recom-
mended Eng. Afrika for a po-
sition of representing EAC
secretariat in the ARSO/SMC.

The meeting was attended by
the Chief Executive Officers of
the region’s National Standards
Bodies while Zanzibar Bureau
of Standards (ZBS) and the
Weights and Measure Agency
(WMA) were also in attendance.
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Speaking outside of the meet-
ing, the TBS Director Gener-
al, Dr. Athuman Ngenya said
each country might be hav-
ing its own interests as far as
their economy and welfare of
its people is concerned, but
at one point one needs to fo-
cus on the region as a whole.

Dr. Ngenya insisted on the
importance of  harmoniz-
ing standards in fostering
trade across the region and
promised to ensure Tanzania
through TBS is adopting har-
monized standards on time.

“The EAC population is fast
growing with the latest en-
trance of DRC, hence the need
of convening such meetings
with the view of harmoniz-
ing our standards”, he said.

On his part, the Executive Di-

rector of the Uganda National
Bureau of Standards, Dr. Da-
vid Livingston Ebiru insisted
that it was important to har-
monize standards to enable
the EAC to have a big market
which is guided by standards.

As provided in the SQMT Act,
2006, the East African Stand-
ards Committee made follow
up of recommendations, deci-
sions and issues which were
made during the last ordinary
meeting and provided direc-
tions to the technical subcom-
mittees for next financial year
of 2022/2023 as directed by the
EAC Council on Trade, Indus-
try, Finance and Investment.

The committee considered the
progress reports from the EAC
established Technical Sub-
Committees: Standards Man-
agement Committee; Quality

News in Brief

Assurance, Metrology, Testing,
Codex Forum; and TBT Forum.
It also considered the Work
Plan for the 2022/2023 geared
towards provision of condu-
cive environment of cross bor-
der trade in the EAC region.

The committee further pro-
vided direction on harmoniza-
tion of East African Standards,
quality assurance activities,
testing, technical berries to
trade, metrology and Codex fo-
rum issues aimed to facilitate
cross border trade in the EAC.

Among the 41 harmoniza-
tion Technical Committees
(TCs), Tanzania will host 13
TCs while Rwanda will host
4 TCs, Kenya 12 TCs, Burun-
di 1 TC and Uganda 11 TCs.

“Quality does not only

begin with a letter Q.
It must be followed by U™
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10 students emerge winners of TBS
essay competition
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The Top Ten (10) Winners of the African Standardization Day Essay Competition for the year
2021/2022 show their certificates.

By Mussa Luhombero

en students from vari-

I ous higher learning in-
stitutions in  Tanzania
have emerged winners of an
essay competition organised
by the Tanzania Bureau of
Standards (TBS) as part of
the events to commemorate
the African Organisation for

Standardisation (ARSO) day.

The announcement of the
winners was made in Aru-
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sha recently, in an event
presided over by the Acting
Arusha Regional Commis-
sioner, Mr. Frank Mwaisumbe.

Speaking at the occasion, Mr.
Mwaisumbe hailed TBS for
successfully organising the
competition and the ARSO
Day to recognise efforts made
by experts in preparing stand-
ards of goods and services for
human prosperity and mak-

ing the world a safe place.

‘On behalf of the govern-
ment, | want to recognise the
good work by our experts who
make part of the expert com-
mittees in preparing standards
of goods and services as co-
ordinated by TBS,” he said.

The student who emerged as

the first winner of the compe-
tition will represent Tanzania
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in the regional competition
and at the continental level.

The theme for this year’s es-
say writing competition was
“The role of standardization in
promoting African pharmaceuti-
cal and medical devices indus-
tries to attain self-reliance and
resilience in combating Cov-
id-19 and future pandemics”.

The Acting RC said TBS in col-
laboration with ARSO and other
global organisations work to-
gether to prepare global stand-
ards that help to open up bor-
ders and ensure the health
and safety of humans and their

TREAY o ST

CAN DAY kg

INTANZaNis "

OF THE
ZATION
2022

Promoting

assets, environmental preser-
vation and public education.

“The use of global standards
helps in removing trade impedi-
ments between rich and poor
countries, thus improving the
national economy and peo-
ple’s living standards,” he said.

He said TBS should collabo-
rate with global institutions to
invest in modern technology
to improve the quality of goods
and services thus contributing
to the growth of the economy.

He said one of the challenges
that most entrepreneurs face

dustrics to

News in Brief

is the failure to comply with
standards, thus denying them
an opportunity to penetrate
regional and global markets.

He urged TBS to work with
standards  authorities  from
the neighbouring countries
to harmonise standards that
would help local entrepre-
neurs easily penetrate the re-
gional and global markets.

TBS has been coordinat-
ing essay competition at the
national level, including pro-
viding information and invit-
ing students to participate.

The Acting Arusha Regional Commissioner, Mr. Frank Mwaisumbe presents certificate to the
overall winner of the African Standardization Day Essay Competition for the year 2021/2022.
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TBS stresses consumers’ right to

By Deborah Haule

anzania Bureau of Stand-

I ards (TBS) has said
consumers have the

first obligation to determine
and check the quality and

safety of food to avoid con-
suming contaminated food.

The remarks were issued re-
cently by the TBS Director of
Testing and Metrology, Eng.
Johanes Maganga on behalf
of TBS Director General, when
Tanzania joined the global
community to commemorate
the World Food Safety Day.

“Consumers have the first and
foremost responsibility of en-
suring that food consumed is
safe. | call upon all stakehold-
ers to observe food safety
standards,” he said, adding

food safety

that it was important that the
environment for selling food is
clean as when unsafe food is
consumed, there is a greater
chance of developing diseases.

He said food can be con-
taminated by many things in-
cluding pathogens, poison-
ous chemicals, hard stones,
bones and other garbage.

“Consumers have the right to
get correct information in the
product labels including dates
of manufacture and expiry to
help them make right decision
to buy and consume the prod-
uct,” he said, adding: “When
you go to the market to buy
products, you must make sure
that they are of high quality.”

For industrial food items,
Eng. Maganga said con-
sumers are required to read
carefully the information pro-
vided by checking the date
of manufacture and expiry.

While maintaining that food
safety is not a one-man show
but should involve stakeholders’
contribution in the whole pro-
duction chain, Eng. Maganga
said TBS prepares standards
for food items, inspects indus-
tries, markets as well as import
food items to ensure that they
meet the required standards.

According to World Health Or-
ganization (WHO), unsafe food
limits trade because where food
is not safe, there can be no food
security and, in a world where

“Quality begins on the
inside... and then works its

way out”

14
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By Rhoda Mayugu

anzania Bureau of
Standards (TBS) has
urged entrepreneurs

in the country to certify their
products to participate actively
in industrial production that
will contribute to job creation.

The TBS Director of Human Re-
source Management and Ad-
ministration, Ms. Viola Masako
made the call recently, when
represented the Director Gen-
eral Dr Athuman Ngenya at the

15

issue of certificates and licenc-
es to manufacturers whose
products were certified after
meeting the required standards.

During the event, TBS grant-
ed 211 licences of which
115, which represent 55
per cent were issued to
small scale entrepreneurs.

Ms Masako said they granted
96 licences, representing 45
per cent to manufacturers of

A o
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T 1BS urges entrepreneurs to participate

actively in industrialisation

) | T —

The Director of Human Resource and Administration, Ms. Viola Masako (left) issues standards
mark licence to a manufacturer on behalf of the TBS Director General, during a grant of licence
ceremony at TBS headquarters in Dar es Salaam.

other goods like food, cosmet-
ics, footwear, construction and
electricity materials, mattress-
es and packaging materials.

‘I commend you for us-
ing the opportunity to certify
your goods after meeting the
standards, which is one of the
achievements of the govern-
ment under President Samia
Suluhu Hassan in paying the
costs for testing and certi-
fying the goods,” she said.
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She said the government has
bolstered the Bureau’s capac-
ity to offer such services meant
to make locally made prod-
ucts competitive in domestic,
regional and global markets.

She said in a bid to support
the government’s efforts to
empower entrepreneurs in the
country, TBS has continued to
set aside a budget for serving
SMEs to get licences to use the
TBS standard marks of quality.

The Director of Human Resource and Administration, Ms. Viola Masako (left) chats with a client dur-

She said the whole process
from inspection, testing and the
provision of certificates and li-
cences of the standard mark
of quality is free of charge.

She said this year TBS has set
aside 256m/- to serve entrepre-
neurs, adding: “This is a huge
opportunity for entrepreneurs
to certify their products so that
they can easily penetrate the
domestic and global markets.”

According to Ms Masako, the
government asserts that us-
ing certified products was safe
and thus calls for public aware-
ness aimed at increasing the
use of products bearing the
TBS standards mark of quality.

“We call upon all entrepreneurs
to follow procedures in certifying
their products to avoid incurring
losses when they are seized for
being traded illegally,” she said

ing a grant of licence ceremony held at TBS headquarters recently

16
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TBS, FCC warn traders on substandard,
counterfeit products

By Neema Mtemvu

anzania Bureau of
Standards (TBS) and
Fair Competition Com-

mission (FCC) have warned
business people to stop deal-
ing with substandard and
counterfeit goods in the mar-
ket as stern legal measures
will be taken against them.

The TBS Director General, Dr.
Athuman Ngenya and FCC
Director General, Mr. Wil-
liam Erio made the remarks
recently, when talking about
the claims of increased sub-
standard goods particularly
on electricity in the market.

Dr. Ngenya said integrity should
be an important virtue that busi-
ness people in the country
are required to cultivate in or-
der to do business smoothly.
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“TBS has the obligation to en-
sure that importers and manu-
facturers bring to the market
high quality goods that meet the
required standards and reflect
the value for money,” he said.

He said TBS has been under-
taking various campaigns to
create awareness to business
people and consumers on how
to identify substandard goods.

Dr. Ngenya said TBS works
closely with FCC and other in-
stitutions to make sure that con-
sumers get high quality goods.

He said TBS is continuing with
awareness campaigns but if the
business people do not stop im-
porting substandard goods, the
Bureau will change the modality

The TBS Director
General, Dr.
Athuman  Ngenya
(right) and the FCC
Director General,
Mr. William Erio ex-
amine products for
quality and genuine-
ness during a joint
press conference.

of inspecting imported goods.

On his part, the FCC Director
General Mr Erio urged manu-
facturers to abide by the coun-
try’s standards because making
low quality goods would make
them face legal measures.

“When importers bring into the
country substandard or coun-
terfeit goods, they may face
penalties between 10m/- to
50m/- or penalty equivalent to
the value of the goods import-
ed,” he said, adding that the
culprit may also be sentenced
between five to 15 years in jail.

Mr Erio urged Tanzanians to
buy goods from registered
shops to avoid incurring losses
for using low quality products.
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TBS enlightens Southern Highlands citizens on

_goods
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Awareness campaign in Southern Highlands

By Staff Reporter

ore than 15,000 people from four districts
M of Songwe in Songwe Region, Mufindiand
Iringain Iringa Region and Wanging’ombe
in Njombe Region have been provided education

on identifying and buying goods that are certi-
fied by the Tanzania Bureau of Standards (TBS).

This is part of a three-week campaign con-
ducted by TBS in the regions where it also
used the opportunity to sensitize business peo-
ple to register food and cosmetic premises.

The campaign that is centred on quality of prod-
ucts was carried out in various places namely pri-
mary and secondary schools, markets, bus sta-
tions, auction markets and other open spaces.

Speaking at the event to wind up the TBS
campaign, the Head of Education Depart-
ment in Mafinga District Council Mr. Ste-
phen Shemdoe commended TBS for pro-
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viding the fundamental education on how to
identify and buy quality and certified products.

He also urged TBS to form permanent clubs
in secondary schools that will deal with is-
sues related to standards. This will be an im-
portant stepping stone towards making the
education on standards of goods sustainable.

On her part, the TBS Public Relations and
Marketing Manager, Ms. Gladness Kase-
ka reminded the people that the war against
substandard goods should be fought
by the whole public and not TBS alone.

In this campaign carried out in three re-
gions, TBS reached 15,865 people of whom,
9,144 were students and 6,721 citizens.

Ms Kaseka said during the campaign, TBS of-
ficials explained to students and teachers the
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importance of standards in their daily lives.

She said TBS informed the public particu-

S
vided education on standards to become

good ambassadors to sensitize the pub-

larly entrepreneurs on the free certification

and registration service offered by the Gov-
ernment to small entrepreneurs through TBS.

formation to
counter

Ms Kaseka urged people who were pro-

substandard

lic on identifying and using certified goods.

She also asked the public to provide in-

TBS whenever
goods in

they en-
market.

Awareness campaign in Southern Highlands

Katavi milk producers, processors
counselled on standards

By Staff Repoter

ilk producers and pro-
cessorshavebeencoun-
selled to observe stand-

ards in the production process
to protect consumers’ health
and penetrate wide markets.

This was said by the Tanzania
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Bureau of Standards (TBS) Pub-
lic Relations Officer Ms Neema
Mtemvu at the event to mark the
end of the National Milk Week
held recently in Katavi region.

‘Milk  producers and pro-
cessors should observe the

standards for milk products.
They should certify the milk
products with TBS as an im-
portant step in penetrating
wider markets both domestic
and international,” she said.

She said TBS participated in the
Viwango e-newsletter
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National Milk Week to provide
education on standards to entre-
preneurs so that they can make
quality products to compete in
the regional and global markets.

Lack of knowledge on stand-
ards procedures, she noted,
has been one of the factors
for the presence of low-qual-
ity products as well as loss-
es of raw milk in the market.

She said milk producers and
processors should take advan-
tage of the huge EAC market
where, according to agree-

/

ments, goods certified in one
country can be traded in all
countries without impediments.

“TBS provides free certification
services to micro and small-
scale entrepreneurs. Whatis re-
quired from them is to obtain an
introduction letter from the Small
Industries Development Organ-
ization (SIDO) in order to start
the process of getting stand-
ards mark of quality,” she said.

She said TBS will continue
to provide education to en-
trepreneurs to bolster their

contribution
particularly

in the economy
in jobs creation.

She said TBS also used the Na-
tional Milk Weekto create aware-
ness to entrepreneurs and other
participants on how to identify
substandard goods which are
destructive to the economy.

Ms Mtemvu urged participants
to become good ambassadors
by joining hands with the gov-
ernment in the fight against sub-
standard goods in the market.

TBS Standards Officer, Mr. Joseph Tarimo enlightens visitors on TBS services during the Na-
tional Milk Week held in Katavi Region.
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Geita entrepreneurs encouraged on
standards

By Mussa Luhombero

ntrepreneurs in Geita Region have
Ebeen encouraged to produce goods
that meet national standards to eas-
ily penetrate domestic and regional markets.

This was said by the TBS Lake Zone Chief Food
Safety Officer Mr. Julius Panda at the closing of
the week-long Fahari ya Geita exhibition recently.

“We used the Fahari Geita exhibition as a platform
to educate entrepreneurs in the region to certify
their goods which is a fundamental step in ex-
panding and penetrating wide markets,” he said.

He mentioned some of the TBS obligations in-
cluding to prepare and manage the national
standards, provide technical advice to industrial
producers to make high quality goods, measur-
ing and approving industrial measurements as
well as providing training to workers in industries.

He said also that participants in the Fahari ya
Geita exhibition were informed about the TBS
role of registering food and cosmetics premises.

“This TBS role in of paramount importance be-
cause it aims at ensuring goods distributed or
sold in the country are preserved in places that
meet quality and safety standards,” he added.

Mr Panda said most of the entrepreneurs in
the region fail to meet the criteria needed
to certify their goods due to limited capital.

He said also that some of the entrepreneurs
lacked proper places that meet the required
standards for carrying production activities.

‘During the Fahari ya Geita exhibition
we encouraged entrepreneurs to make
use of the opportunities to access capi-
tal provided in the district councils,” he said.

“The bitterness of poor quality
remains long after low price is
forgotten! Always use TBS-
certified products”

21
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Traders told to certity their
products

By Rhoda Mayugu

mall scale traders have been urged
to certify their goods with the Tanza-
nia Bureau of Standards (TBS) which

would enable them to penetrate and com-
pete in domestic and international markets.

This was said by the TBS Senior Food Safety
Officer, Ms Immaculate Justin at the climax of
the business exhibition week for small scale
business people dubbed Machinga Com-
plex Day recently held in Dar es Salaam.

She said TBS participated in the Machinga Com-
plex Day to provide education on the need to cer-
tify their goods to meet the country’s standards
and penetrate easily the local and global markets.

She said certified goods give confidence to
consumers and may become an important
market promotion that may help expand the
size of the market and generate more revenue.

“By certifying their goods, small scale business
people avoid unnecessary disturbances includ-
ing making regular tests to check the quality of the
goods before entering into the market,” she said.

She said small scale business people and other
manufacturers must observe the country’s laws
and regulations to boost the quality of goods.

She urged entrepreneurs whose products
have met the required standards to regis-
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ter them at TBS as a way to abide by the
laws to support the industrialisation agen-
da and compete in the global markets.

She urged small scale business people and other
interested parties to make use of the opportunity
and certify their goods to meet the required stand-
ards, especially during this time when the govern-
menthas beeninsisting on anindustrial economy.

She said an entrepreneur is required to fill a form
and attach documents including business licenc-
es, Taxpayer Identification Number (TIN) as well
as an introductory letter from the Small Indus-
tries Development Organisation (SIDO). When
TBS receives the entrepreneur’s application,
they work on it and inform the entrepreneur of the
arrangement to be made for the TBS inspector
to make a preliminary inspection of the goods.

She appealed to all entrepreneurs who par-
ticipated in the Machinga Complex Day to
make use of the opportunity by register-
ing, certifying and obtaining licences of
the standards mark of quality from TBS.

The government had embarked on a programme
of assisting SMEs to produce quality goods to
enable them to expand markets of their prod-
ucts by easily accessing domestic, regional and
foreign markets. TBS as a facilitating institution
helps SMEs to certify their goods free of charge.
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TBS told to enhance monitoring
on food safety

By Deborah Haule

anzania Bureau of

I Standards (TBS) has
been asked to enhance
monitoring over food safety
which is a fundamental com-
ponent in protecting people’s

health and penetrating do-
mestic and global markets.

The Kondoa District Commis-
sioner Dr. Khamis Athumani
Mkanachi made the remarks
recently when opening train-
ing on food safety and how
to fight aflatoxin in maize and
groundnuts to food processors
and distributors in Kondoa.

“TBS should intensify train-
ing and other awareness cam-
paigns on food safety to protect
the health of the people and the
economy ofthe country,” he said.

He said food safety is funda-
mental in protecting the health
of the people and in penetrat-
ing domestic and internation-

al markets, thus contributing
to economic development.

He said food safety should be
given priority in all aspects as
unhealthy food may cause se-
rious health problems to con-
sumers and economic effects.

He urged the training partici-
pants to make efficient use of
the knowledge they will acquire
doing training by spreading it
to others especially on how to
combat aflatoxin so that the
community and the whole na-
tion may be free of the problem.

On his part, the TBS Stand-
ards Officer, Mr Ally Kingazi
said processors and distribu-
tors should use the knowledge
gainedon aflatoxininordertoen-
hance food safety in the society
as well as avoid incurring loss-
es in case they sell contaminat-
ed food products in the market.

He said when contaminated
food products are seized, they
are destroyed, which could be
a huge loss to their businesses.

He said after conducting train-
ing and campaigns in 18 dis-
tricts in the country, evalua-
tion shows that there is a very
low awareness of the prob-
lem of aflatoxin in the society.

On her part, the Bahi District
Commissioner Ms Mwana-
hamisi Munkunda advised TBS
to make the training on food
safety and combating afla-
toxin a sustainable initiative.

The training was organised
by TBS through the Tan-
zania Initiative for Prevent-
ing  Aflatoxin Contamina-
tion (TANIPAC) programme.

“Misuse of TBS quality mark is a criminal
offence punishable under the Standards
Act No. 2 of 2009”
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TBS urges innovators to abide by

-

standards

TBS Quality Assurance Officer Mr. Sileja Lushibika, speaks to students who visited the Bureau’s
pavilion at the National Science, Technology and Innovation exhibition held at Nane Nane grounds

By Deborah Haule

anzania Bureau Stand-

I ards (TBS) has advised
innovators to certify the
quality of their products in or-

der to access markets world-
wide without restrictions.

The call was made recently by
the TBS Quality Assurance Of-
ficer, Mr. Sileja Lushibika, while
addressing the innovators and
other participants of this year’s
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in Dodoma.

National Science, Technology
and Innovation (MAKISATU)
exhibition held in Dodoma.
“We need to innovate prod-
ucts targeting domestic and
global markets,” said Lush-
ibika, adding that the govern-
ment is committed to uplifting
entrepreneurs through TBS
by allocating annual budgets
to help small scale entrepre-
neurs certify their products.

He said under the government
programme, an entrepreneur
whose products meet stand-
ards requirements is served
free of charge for three years.
He mentioned one of the cri-
teria for their eligibility as hav-
ing a business licence, be-
ing Tanzanian citizens and
being recognized by the
Small Industries  Develop-
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ment Organisation (SIDO).
“Once entrepreneurs meet the
criteria, SIDO will introduce
them to us and the applicant
will be supposed to apply on-
line and be allowed to process
the activity without coming to
TBS offices,” said Lushibika.
Mr. Lushibika said through the
exhibition, TBS had an oppor-
tunity to educate the entrepre-
neurs and innovators so that
they get to know that there is
such an opportunity from the

government and there is a budg-
et allocated to them every year.
“All the innovators in the coun-
try should use the opportu-
nity as long as they have met
the criteria and TBS will serve
them for free,” said Lushibika.
Mr. Lushibika said it is TBS’s
responsibility to help them in
fixing the flaws in their inno-
vations so that they can ul-
timately target the domestic
and foreign markets, citing Mr.
Ally Masoud’s electric vehi-

News in Brief

cle which was brought to TBS
for testing and certification.
He stressed that when inno-
vators certify their innovations
with TBS, they have a great op-
portunity to find markets, espe-
cially considering that the Bu-
reau had already entered into
agreement with the East Afri-
can Community partner states
for the export of local goods.

TBS hypes competency for
laboratory workers

By Rhoda Mayugu

anzania Bureau of Stand-

I ards (TBS) has said
regular training to labo-
ratory workers is necessary to
equip them with latest technol-

ogy to improve their competen-
cies in day-to-day operations.

This was said in Dar es Sa-
laam recently by the TBS Di-
rector of Standards Develop-
ment, David Ndibalema on
behalf of the TBS Director
General, during the training
to 52 laboratory workers from
public and private institutions.

“The training empowers and
enhances their competencies
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so that they can fulfil their ob-
ligations while observing stand-
ards requirements,” he said.

Mr Ndibalema underscored
the importance of providing
regular training to laboratory
workers in order to update
them with new technologies.

“This training is a unique oppor-
tunity for the laboratory work-
ers to prepare for changes in
laboratory technologies thus
pursue their day-to-day opera-
tions efficiently,” he said, noting
that the training has been re-
ceived with a positive response.

Although TBS had targeted to
provide training to 25 labora-
tory workers only, the number
went up to 52, which is the sign
of growing demand for train-
ing of laboratory workers from
public and private institutions.

He said also that TBS organised
the training targeting industrial
laboratory workers and those
from the public institutions tak-
ing into consideration the signif-
icance of testing goods which is
an important requisite in ensur-
ing standards are observed.

On his part, the TBS Research
and Training Manager Mr.
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Hamisi Mwanasala said the
training to laboratory workers
is intended to provide them
with scientific knowledge on
issues related to quality con-
trol and correct way to pre-
serve laboratory documents.

He said laboratory operations
are fundamental in observ-
ing standards requirements
in the production process.

Training to laboratory experts

Mr Mwanasala said testing
various samples of goods
in laboratory is important in
ensuring that standards re-
quirements are  observed.

He said machine technol-
ogy is changing every day,
which also effects testing of
samples in the laboratory.

He said TBS is entitled to pro-
vide education to stakehold-

ers from various sectors in the
economy. For example, indus-
tries that have been granted
permission to use standards
mark of quality are supposed
to test the samples of goods
regularly to check whether they
meet the required standards.

He said industries that have no
laboratories must send sam-
ples of goods for testing in TBS
laboratories on quarterly bases.

“For safety and higher efficiency, always
buy TBS-marked/certified electrical
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TBS develops over 200
environmental standards

By Deborah Haule

developed over 200 environmental man-
agement standards that would be used
for making regulations which are fundamental
in environmental protection and management.

Tanzania Bureau of Standards (TBS) has

The remarks were made recently by the Environ-
mental Standards Officer from TBS, Ms. Nasra
Hussein, while speaking about environmental is-
sues to participants of the Youth and Environment
Festival held in Kibaha District, Coast Region.

"The Youth and Environmental Festival has been
an important platform in educating the public
about various issues pertaining to environmental
management standards to enhance their partici-
pation in protecting the environment," she said.

She said environmental standards are typically
set to prohibit specific activities, mandating the
frequency and methods of monitoring, and re-
quiring permits for the use of land or water.

Someoftheenvironmentalmanagementstandards
are prescribe requirements and limits for sewage,

air pollution, sound pollution, solid wastes, noise
characteristics, fuel venting and exhaust emis-
sions, radiation rays and environmental control.

She explained that by developing environmental
standards, it will be easy to note to what extent cer-
tainamounts of waste can pollute the environment.

She added that the environmental stand-
ards should preserve nature and the envi-
ronment, protect against damage, and re-
pair past damage caused by human activity.

She cited how excessive sound can cause prob-
lems to people and their health and thus the
standards and regulations to be deployed will
help regulate and bring harmony to the society.

She cited an example that excessive sound in
residential areas and hospitals may cause distur-
bances to the people as well as health problems.

She urged the general public to vis-
it TBS offices to get more information
and copies of environmental standards.

“Quality is remembered long after the
price is forgotten. Always use TBS-
certified products”
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Tanga entrepreneurs told to observe

standards

Maombi yo kupat
hufanywa na muom
kielektoniki (FSQM
fovuti ya 18S (www.
Huduma mtandao (e
kupitia linki - ya httr
Baada yo maombi kuk
wa awali hupangwa,
kiwanda anatakiwa kow
kufanya vkoguzi wa awe

HATUA YAPILI - UKAGUZ
wa awali hufany
TL:;ag;:mpul/ huchukuliwa
koma bidhod inakidhi ma

%’52 yA TATU — UPIMAJI
- i ilzochukuliwe hupims
B7F o kufuata kiwango
maji kumalizika, Pt

T SN || |
G ”b OB ,
“y

b upim

o
.4\\
S8 yn 3N

_yroas WAL
les

M!u : : 0

BS off/cers Mr. W/Illam Mhina and Ms. Bahati Samillani attend a VIS/tor to the Bureau’s pav:llon

during a trade exhibition organised by Tanzania Chamber of Commerce, Industry and Agriculture
(TCCIA) in Tanga.

By Gladness Kaseka

he processors of food, William Mhina made the re- ternational markets,” he said.

spices and sisal prod- marks in Tanga recently,

ucts in Tanga Region during a trade exhibition or- In the same vein, he advised
have been urged to give pri- ganised by the Tanzania government institutions, non-
ority to training offered by the Chamber of Commerce, Indus- government organisations
Tanzania Bureau of Standards try and Agriculture (TCCIA). and private sector organi-

(TBS) to raise goods stand-
ards and penetrate wide re-
gional and global markets.

TBS Food Safety Officer Mr.
28

“TBS is ready to support manu-
facturers in making high qual-
ity goods that can compete in
the domestic, regional and in-

zations that oversee manu-
facturers to make sure that
standards are observed in
the whole production chain.
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He saidone of TBS’s obligations
is to support business growth
and ultimately enhance jobs
creation and economic growth.

“We have participated in the
Tanga trade fair to provide
education to entrepreneurs,
identify and address chal-
lenges they face and inform
them on how to register and
certify their goods,” he said.

Mr Mhina said the government
sets aside between 150m/-
and 200m/- annually to serve
entrepreneurs  with  various
services including education

on how to produce high quality
goods, certification and regis-
tration of goods and premises.

He encouraged micro and small
entrepreneurs in the region
and the country to make effec-
tive use of the opportunity to
register and certify their goods
freely, the services which are
fully funded by the government.

One of the participants in the
trade exhibition, Ms Ashura
Omari from Kilindi District,
dealing with sunflower oil pro-
cessing said she started sun-
flower  processing  without

News in Brief

observing quality standards
procedures and her business
was closed.However, after get-
ting detailed information from
TBS, she was ready to register
her business in order to pro-
duce high quality cooking oil to
protect consumers’ health and
penetrate the wider market.

She urged other entrepreneurs
to go to TBS and attend various
training offered by the Bureau
so as to observe procedures in
producing high quality products.

“To beat your com-
petition, make quality
your mission”

29

Viwango e-newsletter



News. in Brief

Complete vehicle inspection centre on time,

contractor told

110

The Chairman of the TBS Board of Directors, Prof. Othman C. Othman (centre) being apprised on
the construction of the inspection centre for imported used motor vehicles by the TBS Director of
Quality Management, Mr. Lazaro Msasalaga. Looking on is the TBS Director General, Dr. Athuman

By Deborah Haule

he Chairman of the Tanza-

I nia Bureau of Standards
(TBS) Board of Directors,

Prof. Othman Chande Othman
has instructed the contractor
working on the vehicle inspec-

tion centre to complete the pro-
ject by the end of June, 2022.

Prof Othman issued the in-

struction recently accompanied
by the TBS Board members
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Ngenya.

at the Port of Dar es Salaam,
while inspecting the construc-
tion work of the facility and see
how far it will meet the deadline.

“We have come here to talk
with the contractors as well as
TBS who are overseeing this
project to see if the current mo-
mentum of the project execu-
tion is satisfactory and if they
will complete it within the set

deadline,” said Prof Othman.

Prof Othman said the contractor
should complete the construc-
tion of the facility by the end of
June, 2022, to ensure the vehi-
cle inspection work in the coun-
try begins by July this year.

He also said that during the

visits they have noted that
construction of the facility is
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underway, but the pace is un-
satisfactory, as they planned
all the work to be completed
before the end of June, 2022.

Prof Othman directed the
TBS Management to make
a close follow-up of the pro-
ject and intervene in case
of unnecessary delays.

According to Prof Othman, the
facility under construction would
be inspecting vehicles before
leaving the port to enter the
country and that when complet-

|-

ed, the facility would be able to
inspect eight vehicles at a time.

On his part, the TBS Direc-
tor General, Dr. Athuman Ng-
enya, said two months earlier
the Prime Minister, Hon. Kas-
sim Majaliwa had visited the
site and assured that the cen-
tre would be operational by
the beginning of July, 2022.

“So, we have come here tomake
sure that the last statement we
gave to the Prime Minister is
implemented and that the work

News in Brief

will begin as planned,” he said.

He also said after the visit
they have seen that the pace
of construction of the centre is
not satisfactory, so they have
instructed the TBS person in
charge of the area to continue
monitoring closely to ensure
the construction work is com-
pleted as early as possible.

He said when the facility is com-
pleted, it would be economical-
ly productive, as all that is done
for the business facilitation and

\

The Chairman of the TBS Board of Directors, Prof. Othman C. Othman (right) being apprised

on the construction of the inspection centre for imported used motor vehicles by the Head of
Maintenance Section, Mr Frank Kibumo (left). Looking on is the TBS Director General, Dr.
Athuman Ngenya and other TBS officers.
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TBS urges traders to refrain from

toxic cosmetics business

By Mussa Luhombero

anzania Bureau of Stand-

I ards (TBS) Director Gen-
eral Dr. Athuman Ngenya

has ordered traders to refrain
from importing, manufactur-

ing, distributing and selling
toxic cosmetics in the country.

Speaking during a conference
that brought together import-
ers, distributors, retailers and
manufacturers  of  cosmet-
ics in the country recently, Dr.
Ngenya said according to a
recent study made around the
world, most of the ingredients
used in some of the cosmetics
are harmful to human beings.

Dr. Ngenya said that TBS has
a responsibility in protecting
the society in every place in the
country, so after receiving the

information related to the study,
the Bureau saw the increased
need to protect the Tanzanian
citizens from using cosmetics
containing these ingredients.

He also explained that there is
a standard for cosmetics that
prescribes certain ingredients
that can be used in certain are-
as and also prohibits certain in-
gredients in certain cosmetics.

The DG said TBS has de-
cided to call the people who
are involved in the importing,
marketing, distribution and
production for the purpose of
educating, negotiating and
telling them that cosmetics
products with these ingredi-
ents should not be used due to
studies showing that their long-

term use brings health risks.

In addition, Dr Ngenya said that
the organization has seen it fit
to meet the stakeholders with
the aim of building mutual un-
derstanding and avoiding the
potential harm in the coun-
try due to the use of products
containing such ingredients.

He said in order to fulfil the or-
ganization’s responsibility of
protecting the citizens as well
as implementing other national
strategies, TBS will continue
to organize similar meetings
for manufacturers of various
products in the country and
create a common awareness
of products that meet the re-
quirements of the standards.

“It is quality rather
than quantity that
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matters”

Viwango e-newsletter



News in Brief

TBS sensitizes block manufacturers
on standards

By Rhoda Mayugu

urged building block and brick manu-
facturers to observe standards to en-
sure construction of solid and strong buildings.

Tanzania Bureau of Standards (TBS) has

The remarks were made by the Acting TBS
Director General Eng. Johanes Maganga in
Dar es Salaam during the opening of a meet-
ing between TBS and blocks manufacturers.

“Block and brick manufacturers should make
sure the materials used in block making are of
high quality as well as observing the right ratios
in mixing them,” he said, mentioning some of
the materials like clay, sand, cement and water.

He noted that the construction of a building using
low quality bricks may endanger the safety of the
people who are going to reside in the building.

Eng. Maganga added that block manufacturers
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The  Director of
Testing and Metrol-
ogy, Eng. Johanes
Maganga  (centre)
speaks during the
opening of the stake-
holders’ meeting
between TBS and
blocks manufactur-
ers on behalf of the
TBS Director
General.

are important stakeholders in the construction
sector and in making sure that the construc-
tion of buildings meets the quality standards.

During the meeting, block manufacturers re-
quested TBS to visit stakeholders in their man-
ufacturing sites to inspect and train them on
making quality blocks. They asked TBS to ar-
range meetings with block manufacturers to
provide education on ‘marking and grades’
that are used in block making in the country.

They also asked TBS to provide more aware-
ness and educational services on ‘frost
weathering action’ which is important be-
fore buying blocks and erecting a building.

Eng. Maganga pledged that TBS will work close-
ly with block and brick manufacturers to make
sure that they produce high quality products
needed in constructing solid and strong building.
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Chemba, Babati upbeat on fight against
aflatoxin

By Deborah Haule

hemba District in Dodoma Region
and Babati District in Manyara Re-
gion have raised concern over health-

related risks due to food contamination by
aflatoxin if serious measures are not taken.

The District Commissioners of the two dis-
tricts made the remarks separately when
opening training to food processors and dis-
tributors on maize and groundnuts in their
respective areas organised by the Tanza-
nia Bureau of Standards (TBS) recently.

Chemba DC Mr. Simon Chacha said ex-
perts in food, health, agriculture, live-
stock, nutrition, business and community
development should increase vigilance
in ensuring that food consumed is safe.

“Food safety should be given priority and
seriously observed in our areas to protect
the health of the people from eating food
contaminated by aflatoxin,” he emphasized.

TBS organised the training in Chemba
District through the Tanzania Initiative for
Preventing Aflatoxin Contamination (TA-
NIPAC) from May 18th to 20th this year.

Mr Chacha urged TBS to make the training
sustainable to ensure that food safety is ob-

served to protect the health of the people.

He added that food processors and dis-
tributors have a crucial role to play in
ensuring that aflatoxin-contaminated
food does not enter into the markets.

On his part, the Babati District Commission-
er, Mr. Jacob Twange said food safety should
not only be given priority in protecting the
health of the people but also the country’s
economy in both domestic and global trade.

He said food contaminated by aflatoxin may
cause serious health risks that may cause the
nationtoincurhigh costs oftreatingits people.

“l call upon all the participants to use the
knowledge gained in the training to make
sure food contaminated by aflatoxin does
not enter into our markets,” he noted.

He said aflatoxin mostly affects maize and
groundnuts which make a major part of the
stapple food in the country.

“It is for this reason that the training con-
ducted by TBS has come at the right time in
efforts to protect the health of the people,”
he added.

“Quality is everyone’s responsibility”
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TBS told to invest in digital
systems

By Mussa Luhombero

Tanzania Bureau of Standards (TBS)
has been asked to invest in equip-
ment and digital systems to match
with the fourth industrial revolution.
The investment should go alongside equip-
ping TBS employees with skills on the modern
digital facilities to raise the quality and stand-

ards of measurements of goods and services.

The remarks were made by the Ukerewe
District Commissioner, Mr. Denis Mwila,
when representing the Mwanza Region-
al Commissioner during the World Me-
trology Day held in Mwanza recently.

He emphasized that employees should
be equipped with skills on digital technol-
ogy to operate efficiently the measure-
ment equipment for high quality results.

‘I urge manufacturers, hospitals, busi-
ness people and the public to make
use of correct standards necessary for
boosting economic growth,” he said.

He said the commemoration of World Me-

trology Day reminds stakeholders and the
public on better use of measurements.

Mr. Mwila said for example the Tanzania Elec-
tric Supply Company Limited (TANESCO)
has embarked on using smart meters that
have multiple use to include other services.

Hesaidtheroleof TBSistomakesurethatthedig-
ital revolution through use of digital equipment
meet the country’s measurement standards.

Most Tanzanian industries use high
technology facilities in production
and TBS is obliged to check wheth-

er they meet the required standards.
He said the science of measurements is
of paramount importance in diverse sec-
tors including economy, energy, indus-
try, research, health and environment.

He added that the science of measurements
is an aiding tool in making symmetry of
measurements to meet the global standards.

“Quality is not an act.
It Is a habit”
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Assessment of sugar levels in carbonated
soft drinks from the Tanzanian
processing plants

Joseph Mwashiuya, PhD

1. introduction

Sugar is a building block of car-
bohydrates and naturally found in
a range of foods, including vege-
table, fruits, milk and honey (Zai-
toun et al., 2018). It can also be
in added form in a variety of food
products like flavored yoghurt,
sweetened beverages, baked
goods and cereals (Kreigel,
2015; Zaitoun et al., 2018). In
this context, sugar plays a big
role in sweetening, preservation,
fermentation, coloring and textur-
ing of food products (Zaitoun et
al., 2018). Sugars are an impor-
tant source of energy with glu-
cose being the most important
as about 130g of it is required
by brain and red blood cells
per day (Buyken et al., 2018).

It is also described as the
critical for adequate metabolic
function to both prevent stress
on the body and avoid deple-
tion of critical cellular compo-
nents (Zaitoun et al., 2018).

Humans have an appetite for
sugary things, but a high level
of free sugars intake is of con-
cern, because of its associa-
tion with poor dietary quality,
obesity and risk of non-com-
municable diseases (NCDs)
(Kreigel, 2015; WHO, 2015;
Goldfein, 2016; Zaitoun et
al., 2018). In this case, sev-
eral scientific organizations,
including the World Health
Organization (WHO), the Sci-
entific Advisory Council on
Nutrition (SACN), the Dietary
Guideline Advisory Commit-
tee (DGAC) and the American
Heart Association (AHA) have
recommended significant re-
striction on upper limit of sug-
ars consumption (Rippe et al.,
2016). For example, recently,
WHO and SACN issued guid-
ance recommending an up-
per limit of free sugars at 10%
of calories, with an ultimate
goal of reducing sugars con-
sumption to 5% of calories
(Kelly et al., 2003; Louie et

al., 2015; WHO, 2015; Rippe
et al., 2016). This is explained
based on the fact that free
sugars threaten the nutrient
quality of the diets by provid-
ing significant energy without
specific nutrients, thereby
providing a positive energy
balance (Kelly et al., 2003;
Louie et al., 2015). In this ba-
sis, for every average-sized
adult who is both eating and
drinking enough to maintain a
healthy body weight (roughly
8,700KJ per day) should have
atmaximum 54g (equivalent to
12 teaspoons) per day of free
sugar (Dickinson and Matwie-
jczyk, 2016; Petrova, 2018).

This study assesses the level
of sugar in carbonated soft
drinks from the Tanzanian
beverage processing plants.
As the country we need this
study as it provides a general
picture of the level of free sug-
ars in the sweetened beverag-
es processed in the country.

2. Methodology

A total of 200 samples of car-
bonated soft drinks were con-
veniently collected from 9 pro-
cessing companies across the
country and sent to Tanzania
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Bureau of Standards (TBS) lab-
oratory for analysis. In this con-
text the samples were collected
based on their availability as
the retained samples of the
processed batches in the sur-
veyed plants. Each of the col-
lected samples was degassed
before determination of brix
and density from it as shown in
the standard methods (AOAC,
2011). Furthermore, mass of
sugar in each of the contain-
ers of soft drink was estimat-
ed and interpolated as shown
in other studies (Agbazue et
al., 2014; Louie et al., 2015).

3. Results and discus-
sion
3.1. Level of sugar in brix

values

Samples that does not comply with WHO Recommendation [%]

30
20
10
01

0

The results of assessment of
all 200 samples by using den-
sitometer and refractometer are
ranged between 8 and 18.8 brix
values degree at 20°C. This
has shown that sugar levels are
virtually within the range for soft
drinks as specified by stand-
ards. In this case, all samples
collected from the surveyed
plants have complied with re-
quirements of TZS 390 of brix
value not less than 7.5 de-
grees at 20°C. This fact brings
the discussion to a general re-
mark that Tanzanians are drink-
ing suitable carbonated soft
drinks with respect to the level
of sugar as per brix values.

3.2. Level of sugar in mass
per bottle

Figure 1 shows the quantity of

02 03 04 05 06 07 08 09

Soft drinks processing plants

sugar in percentage of carbon-
ated soft drinks arranged based
on their respective processing
plants in containers that their
respective capacities hold more
than 54 g of sugar. In this re-
spect, more than 10% of car-
bonated soft drink samples from
each (01, 03, 04, 06 and 07)
among nine processing plants
contained more than 54g per
bottle. Therefore, there is a pos-
sibility for consumers of these
products to drink all the content
per day unless precautioned on
the danger of excess sugar in
the diet. This is explained based
on the fact that WHO recom-
mends consumption of 54g as
a maximum limit for every per-
son as a precaution to poor di-
etary quality, obesity and risk of
non-communicable diseases.

Figure 1 — Carbonated soft drinks arranged based on their respective processing plants in
containers that can lead consumption of more than 54 g of sugar if fully consumed in a day
(WHO recommends consumption of 54 g as maximum limit per day)

In connection to this finding,
other studies have specifically
highlighted the following as the
health damages caused by high
level of sugarin diet (Agbazue et
al., 2014; Kreigel, 2015; WHO,
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2015; Goldfein, 2016; Zaitoun
et al.,, 2018): dental deteriora-
tion — cavities in teeth, bleeding
gums, failure of bone structure,
and loss of teeth; diabetes, hy-
perglycemia and hypoglycemia;

heart disease, arteriosclerosis,
mental illness, depression, se-
nility, hypertension and cancer;
and harmful effect in unbalanc-
ing the endocrine system and
injuring its component glands
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such as adrenal glands, pan-
creas and liver, causing blood
sugar level to fluctuate widely

4, Conclusion

This work has established that
the levels of sugar in the ana-
lyzed samples from all the sur-
veyed processing plants are
within the accepted limits with
respect to brix values as high-
lighted in TZS 390. However,
as far as WHO Guideline is
concerned, the same analyzed
samples with respect to level of
sugar in gram per bottle capac-
ity has shown questionability
of more than 10% of samples
collected from each of the five
different processing plants.

5. Recommendation

It is recommended that people
with less need for sugar can
be guided to take products that
have less than 54 g of sugar
per bottle. On the other hand,
those in need of high or quick
energy, like sportspersons who
have no medical restrictions,
should be guided for the prod-
ucts with more than 54 g of
sugar per bottle. Furthermore,
in order to prevent negative cu-
mulative effects of sugar in the
body, soft drinks should be tak-
en sparingly and be avoided if
possible. Natural drink sources
of energy should be preferred.
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Food safety and the UN Sustainable De-
velopment Goals

: 7
Mary Ottaru

ccess to sufficient amounts
Aof safe food is key to sus-
taining life and promoting
good health. Safe food allows for
the uptake of nutrients and pro-
motes long-term human develop-

ment and achievement of Sustain-
able Development Goals (SDGs).

SDGs are a call for action by all
countries to promote prosper-
ity while protecting the planet;
they are a blueprint to achieve
a better and more sustainable
future for all. The 17 Goals are
all interconnected and are to be
collectively achieved by 2030.
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Sufficient, safe and nutri-
tious foods are clearly identi-
fied as relevant to all SDG,
which reaffirms the interde-
pendence between health
and well-being, nutrition, food
safety, and food security. The
integral role of food safety is
a critical factor in achieving
these SDGs, which are likely
to be unattainable without ad-
equate, safe and healthy food:

SDG 1: No poverty

NO
POVERTY

MRl

Economic losses associ-

ated with unsafe food go well
beyond human suffering. Safe
food has a positive impact on
income generation. A healthy
individual is more-able to en-
gage in productive activities to
earn a living; safe food con-

tributes to increased nutrition,
improved health and food se-
curity. Conversely, poor health
can hinder people’s ability to
work and this, coupled with
the cost of healthcare due to
foodborne diseases, can push
individuals and entire families
into poverty.

An unsafe food supply will
also hamper socioeconomic
development, overload health-
care systems and compro-
mise economic growth, trade
and tourism. Also, rejection of
food exports in international
markets can result in severe
economic losses.

SDG 2: Zero hunger
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Feature article

At the 1996 Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO) Rome
World Food Summit, food se-
curity was defined as a ‘condi-
tion that exists when all peo-
ple, at all times, have physical
and economic access to suffi-
cient, safe and nutritious food
that meets their dietary needs
and food preferences for an
active and healthy life’. The
safety of food is a global con-
cern and it is widely acknowl-
edged that there can be no food
security without food safety.

According to FAO, despite the
availability of sufficient food for
all, there are now 820 million
hungry people in the world. The
goal focus is an end to hunger
and malnutrition through sus-
tainable agriculture and food
systems. In order for that to be
achieved, as stated in target
2.1, there is a need to “ensure
access by all people, in par-
ticular the poor and people in
vulnerable situations, including
infants, to safe, nutritious and
sufficient food all year round’.

Unsafe food creates a vicious
cycle of disease and malnutri-
tion, which can lead to long-
term developmental delays in
children. Achieving food se-
curity, improving nutrition and
promoting sustainable agricul-
ture can only be achieved when
food is safe for people to eat.

SDG 3: Good health and well-
being
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GOOD HEALTH
AND WELL-BEING

WS

SDG Goal 3 aims to “ensure
healthy lives and promote well-
being for all at all ages.” It is
estimated that around 600 mil-
lion people fall ill and approxi-
mately 420 000 die from food-
borne diseases every year.
The most vulnerable in the
society are infants, pregnant
women, the elderly, and those
with compromised immunity.

Food safety has a key role to
play in achieving target 3.3,
which calls for the end of epi-
demics such as AIDS, tuber-
culosis, malaria and neglected
tropical diseases, as well as
combatting hepatitis, water-
borne diseases and other com-
municable diseases. A number
of communicable diseases, in-
cluding hepatitis A and many
water-borne  diseases are
known to be related to food.

Similarly, target 3.9 calls for
the substantive reduction in the
number of deaths and illness-
es from hazardous chemicals
and air, water and soil pollu-
tion and contamination. Food
contaminated with heavy met-
als or with naturally occurring
toxins can cause long-term
health problems including can-
cer and neurological disorders.

SDG 8: Decent work and eco-
nomic growth

DEGENT WORK AND
ECONOMIC GROWTH

ai

The goal aspires to “promote
sustained, inclusive and sus-
tainable economic  growth,
full and productive employ-
ment and decent work for all.

The agriculture and agri-food
sectors are the mainstay of em-
ployment in Low Middle Income
Countries (LMIC) and a major
driver of sustainable economic
development and poverty re-
duction. Globally, there are 1.1
billion people working in agricul-
ture alone, with many millions
more relying for their livelihoods
on work further along the agri-
food chain, in processing, pack-
ing and retail as well as many
other associated industries.

Traditional food markets form
part of the social fabric of com-
munities and are an important
source of livelihoods for mil-
lions of urban and rural dwell-
ers. Moreover, for many de-
veloping countries, a lucrative
export market is available and
if they can comply with the ex-
acting regulatory environment
that governs trade in food, they
can gain access to that market
and contribute to target 8.1 and
thereby also promote the liveli-
hoods and incomes of small-scale
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producers and family farmers,
which contributes to both SDG
1 and SDG 2. As such, unsafe
food can cause economic loss
and increase the unemploy-
ment rate in agri-food sectors.

SDG 12: Responsible con-
sumption and  production

According to FAO, more than
1 billion metric tons of food
per year is never consumed
in a world where one in nine
people are still undernour-
ished. Given that a third of the
food produced globally is lost
or wasted, responsible con-
sumption and production could
go a long way to resolving is-
sues of hunger. Safe food not
only has a positive impact on
health but also on sustain-
able consumption and hunger.

pplying food safety measures
can help ensure food is not
spoiled due to contamination,
poor storage and unsafe levels
of processing agents, among
other factors and help achieve
target 12.3, which aims to “halve
per capita global food waste at
the retail and consumer levels
and reduce food losses along
production and supply chains,
including post-harvest losses’.

SDG 17:
nership for

1 PARTNERSHIPS
FOR THE GOALS

Global
the

part-
goals

The goals aim to enhance
North-South and South-South
cooperation by supporting na-
tional plans to achieve all the
targets. Target relevant to food
safety is target 17.11, ‘Signifi-
cantly increase the exports of
developing countries, in par-
ticular with a view to doubling

the least developed countries’.
Safe food promotes interna-
tional trade. In this context, ad-
dressing food safety is a way of
increasing the benefits and re-
ducing the risks of trade. Also,
food safety addresses the vi-
tal need for multi-stakeholder
collaboration to collectively
build more inclusive, resilient
and sustainable societies.

It is beyond any doubt that im-
proving food safety systems
will result to the successful at-
tainment of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).
These SDGs are intercon-
nected and mutually reinforc-
ing; success in one of these
goals can also (generate
change in others less directly
associated with food safety.

* Ms. Mary Ottaru is a
Standards Officer at TBS.

“TBS mark — A symbol
for quality”
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